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AUDITORS' REPORT. 
R E P O R T O F T O W N TREASURER. 
Treasurer in account with the Town of Hol l i s : 
T o balance in Treasurv, March 1st. 
1872, 
Amount taxes assessed, April 1 st, 1872, 
Rec'd equalization of soldiers' bounty, 
" Samuel Fletcher, 
" G. Edward French, 
" A. J . Farley, interest on taxes, 
" Savings Bank tax, 
Railroad tax. 
Li terary fund, 










Repair of highways, 
Winter roads, 
Repair of Bridges, 
Non resident highway tax, 
Er rors in taxes, 
Abatement of taxes, 






































Soldiers' Monument, ] J 3 0 0 
Heyden road land damage, uu 
State tax, 00 
County tax, 1 ' 1 0 1 i J 
$18,508 61 
Assets to balance, * W J 0 8 61 
Due from Ai Golburn, 35 00 
" Isaac Hardy , 2,26 c (>0 
Cash in the Treasury, 4 > 3 4 8 2 7 
Paid Notes against the Town : 
A. D. Marshall, 
Charlotte Dow, 
Abigail Lawrence, 




Bailey and Woods, Guar. , 
Stearns Needliam, 
William R. Pierce, 
Sarah J . I lardy, 
Eunice B. Hardy, 
Leonard Farley, Guar. ' 
Philanthropic Society, 
Dis. No. 1. Eben'r T . Wheeler, % 
3, Charles F. Chase, 
4, Silas B. Wheeler, 
5, Noah Dow, 
6, Timothy E. Flagg, 

























$9,99 1 82 
5 
Dis.No. 10, George A. Colburn. 71 01 
11, George Moore, 3(5 3(i 
12, Jacob Truell . 48 98 
13, E. S. Collev, 68 96 
14, Abner H. Bills, 21 00 
W I N T E R SCHOOLS. 
1, Eben'r T. Wheeler, 
o 
288 48 
3, Charles F . Chase, 70 00 
4, Silas B. Wheeler, 120 00 
5, Noah Dow, 70 00 
Charles A. Hale, 1871, 90 00 
6, Timothy E. Flagg, 130 00 
7, Alfred G. Twiss, 161 38 
Harvey A. Powers. 1871. 158 08 
8, Waldo E . Hills, 80 0 0 
9, Cyrus P. Clough, 99 89 
10, George A. Colburn, 55 00 
11, George Moore, 80 00 
12, Jacob Truell , 70 00 
13, E. S. Colley. 63 69 
14. Abner H. Bills, 80 00 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 
Paid: 
Henry W. Willouglibv. 3 25 
Charles P. Chase, 6 00 
Warner Read, services as auctioneer, 2 00 
Enoch Farley, expenses reimbursement of 
war claims, 28 00 
Martin O. Neal, sheep killed by dogs, 7 00 
George A. Bulge, expenses on reimburse-
ment, 6 00 
Benja. L. Farley, expenses about engine 
house, 10 95 
Charles B. Richardson, books and station-
ery, 5 34 
Charles B. Richardson, printing reports, 22 00 




Bcnja. L . Farley, exp. for arrest ing J . 
Nichols, 
Charles 15. Richardson, error in report, 
Enoch J . Colburn, perambulating town 
lines, 
J . C. Hildreth, care of town hall, 
J». C. Hildreth, ringing bell, 
Isaac Hardy , repairing hoarse, 
«f « recording births and deaths, 
Char lesB. Richardson, paying Engine men, 57 00 








Paid Repair of Roads : 
.Jacob Aspinwall, 
Silas M. Spalding, 
.Jam08 E. Hills, 
Isaac Wood, 
it a 
James E . Hills, 
« » 
Silas M. Spalding, 
x 'I 
William E. Howe, 
U << 
Granville P . Patch, 
J . N. Havden, 
Gaius Wright, 1871, 
Willie J . Gates, 
Dustin H. Wheeler, 
•John A. Coburn, 




Silas M. Spalding, 
Charles H. Burgess, 
a « 
George F. French, 
Benja. W. Rideout. 







































Charles S. Runnclls, 4 3 06 
Nathaniel n . Proctor, 29 o5 
Timothy Ilodgman, 
George A. Hurge, ; <|() 
Enoch J . Colburn, -> <>J 
W I N T E R ROADS. 
Paid: 
Samuel P . Hayden, 6 ' ' 
Charles H. Burgess, * jj* 
Truman H a r d , ° 20 
Silas M. Spalding, J 
Daniel M. Smith, 5 ° ' 
William A. Colburn, 2 00 
John Woods, 3 l * 
Thomas S. Patch, - jj* 
Enoch J . Colburn 1 
Edward H. Reed, b ' 
Dexter L. Blood, 2 25 
D. J . Mooar, 3 0 , 1 
REPAIR O F BRIDGES. 
Paid: 
Silas M. Spaulding, 14 38 
Granville P. Hatch, 27 80 
George A. Burge, 24 00 
Edward H. Read, 1 7 5 
George A. Burge, . ^0 
George E . French, 23 40 
Thomas M. Stearns, 5 0 0 
Albert J . Farley, 12 59 




NON R E S I D E N T H I G H W A Y T A X . 
Paid: 
Albert J . Farlev. 3 ^ 
James E . Hills, 2 40 
John Woods, 2 85 
Isaac Wood, 
David L. Stearns, 
Thomas M. Stearns, 

















ABATEMENT O F T A X E S . 
Paid : 
Ai Colburn, 67 24 
Albert J . Farley, Col., 24 43 
Albert J . Farley, Col., 6 50 
Isaac Hardy , 1869, Collector of taxes. 15 16 
Isaac Hardy, abatement, 1872, 33 85 
O V E R S E E R S O F POOR, 
I'aid Benjamin L. Farley. 
T O W N OFFICERS. 
Paid: 
James Laird, School Committee, 
Taylor G. Worcester, " 
Dar id Perry, " 
Still man Spalding, Moderator, 
Perry M. Farley, Sexton. 
George A. Burge, 1st Selectman, 
Silas M. Spalding, 2d Selectman, 
James E. Hills, 3d Selectman, 
Charles B. Richardson, Town Treasurer , 




















Isaac Hardy, Collector of Taxes, 65 00 
Isaac Hardy, Sexton, 100 00 
Benja. L. Farley, Overseer of Poor, 40 00 
Luther Proctor, Auditor, 5 00 
Enoch Farley, Auditor, 5 00 
$600 00 
$600 00 
ORDERS ON SOLDIERS' MONUMENT. 
Paid: 
Levi Abbott, * 7 5 3 0 0 
H E Y D E N ROAD. 
Paid: 
Daniel Bailey, land damages. _ 130 00 
Samuel Heyden, land damage, 5 00 
J 135 00 
$18,508 61 
S T A T E OF T H E T O W N TREASURY. 
School money in the Treasury, 1,163 16 
Orders drawn, not paid, 14 77 
Superintending School Committee services 
about, 60 00 
Amount of Liabilities, $1,237 93 
AMOUNT OF ASSETS. 
State Bounty, 3,600 00 
United States Bounty, 2,071 60 
Ai Colburn, Collector, 35 00 
Isaac Hardy, Collector, 2,267 66 
Cash in the Treasury, 4,348 27 
$4,348 27 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town, of $5,413 00 
LU 
EN 
' Hoais , March 1st, 1873. 
THER PROCTOR, > . d j 
O C H FARLEY, $ A u d J t O T 8 -
10 
R E P O R T OF T H E OVERSEERS OF T H E POOR. 
Received of the old board, $22 00 
Income of Widow Jonas Blood place, 48 13 
Received from the town, 570 18 
Which we account for as follows: $640 31 
Paid: 
For boarding Isaac Farley, 41 14 
Fo r boarding and clothing Widow J . Blood, 211 Of) 
Fo r boarding and clothing F rank Farley, 20 40 
IX J . Moore for his mother, 38 34 
Cyrus P. Clough for the support of Abby 
N. Far ley, 100 00 
Assistance rendered Henrv Stearns' fami-
]y> 20 80 
For coffin for R. C. Kendall, 10 00 
Fo r board and clothing for Win. Read, 129 94 
For printing auction bills, 50 
Fo r selling the Blood place, 1 " 0 
For writing bond, 1 " 5 
Dr. Willoughby, for medical attendance 
on Charles Stearns, 1 6 50 
Dr. Willoughby, for medical attendance on 
R. C. Kendall , 18 50 
Deduction of John Goodluck's Rent, 12 00 
Transient paupers, the same being due 
from the County, 1 00 
$C29 24 
Leaving in our hands, t i l 07 
B. L. FARLEY, ) Overseers of }Y, ) c 
I'. M. FARLEY, 5 the Poor. 
R E P O R T 
OK T H E 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
In a number of particulars, the report for this year is an im-
provement upon that of the previous one. 
Only three of the teachers were inexperienced, while most of 
the others had taught several terms. 
In the judgment of your Committee, the average scholar-
ship ol the teachers was much higher than that of the year be-
fore. Only twelve different teachers were employed. The pre-
vious year nineteen. 
Ten schools employed the same teacher through the year ; a 
fact which indicates the success of the teachers, and the good 
sense of their employers. 
While there is much room for improvement both in disci-
pline and thoroughness of drill in all our schools, when we 
consider the disadvantages, under which our teachers and 
scholars labor, nearly all did themselves credit. The preva-
lence of the "mumps' ' in some of the schools during the winter 
term, has reduced the average attendance, diminished the num-
ber neither absent nor tardy, and affected unfavorably the-
schools. 
I have not heard of any trouble in the government of the 
schools except in the case of children belonging to three fami-
lies. 
I am sorry to record that in these cases the parents appear-
ed to sustain their children as they removed them from school. 
When will parents all learn that it is a misguided affection 
which leads them to sustain their children in resisting the rea-
12 
sonable demands of teachers ? They wrong all connected with 
the school and especially their children. 
Early in the year we commenced to examine teachers, by 
printed" questions, to be answered in writing. The standard 
fixed upon was sixty-five per cent, of the questions to be ans-
wered correctly, iii order to receive a certificate. This made 
the examinations impartial. The average of answers given 
correctly, was over eighty per cent. 
Your committee gave not a little time, in the early part of 
the school year, to an examination of the condition of our 
schools. He found that Readers and Grammars by three dif-
ferent authors, also two different spellers were in use. In 
some cases nearly all this variety of text books in the same 
school; increasing unnecessarily one of the principal evils, viz: 
the great number of classes compared with the number of 
scholars. The geography in use was also found to be far be-
hind the times, knowing nothing of the changes which have ta-
ken place upon our own continent within the last ten years.— < 
It was also found that many of the older scholars were neglect-
ing grammar, and wasting much of their precious time. The 
confusion caused by the variety of books in use, was most 
manifest in numbers 3, 10. 12, and 14. In order to correct 
some of these evils and secure more system, your Committee 
prepared, June 4, 1812, the following rules and regulations, 
which were recorded in the records of the town and read to 
the schools. 
"In reading, spelling, arithmetic, geography and English 
grammar, it is hereby ordered that, (af ter ten days from pres-
ent reading,) no other books on thebranches specified shall be 
used, than those established by custom or by law, viz.. The 
Progressive Series of Readers and Spellers, Greenleafg written 
Arithmetics, Warren 's Geographies, and Quackinbos' Gram-
mars, except that in the Grammar School, Guyot's Geography 
shall be used. 
In order that no scholar shall waste his time from lack of a 
sufficient number of studies, it is fur ther ordered, that all pu-
pils sufficiently advanced to read in the Fourth Reader, shall 
study Geography, and those who are sufficiently advanced to 
study Warren 's Common School Geography shall also study . 
Grammar. Others may study these branches at the discretiou 
of teachers. Compositions shall be required of the most ad-
13 
vanced classes in Grammar once in two weeks, and also an ex-
ercise in writing at least three times each week. 
Boys shall al ternate declamations with compositions at the 
direction of teachers. 
The following holidays shall be granted to the schools : 
Every Saturday, Fast Day, Fourth of July, Thanksgiving 
Day and Christmas. 
Witness my hand this 4th day Oi June, 1872. 
SSchool Committee of Hollis." 
1 am happy to say that all the teachers and most of the pa-
rents saw the necessity of the above regulations, and heartily 
cooperated with your Committee in applying them, and the re-
sult in most of the schools has fully justified the effort. 
T o the great regret of your Committee, one parent did not 
see the wisdom of the changes, and refused to supply or to 
have the Committee supply his three children with the proper 
books, which resulted in the Committee's dismissing his child- , 
ren from school,alter several weeks ol waiting with the hope 
that the books would be allowed them. 
At the beginning of the school year, numbers 1 , 5 and 13, 
united for the purpose of grading their schools. According to 
agreement two Primary and one Grammar School have been 
maintained. The Grammar School for 32 weeks, the Primary 
19 ami 20 weeks respectively. Perhaps the arrangement has 
not satisfied all, and yet, as a whole, it has certainly been a 
ureal improvement upon the old method. The success of the 
effort, would have been greater had there been one Primary 
school par t of the winter. Another great disadvantage has 
been the laek of a proper place to hold our Grammar School. 
Surely the necessity of better school accommodations at the 
Center, is now so deeply felt, that district No. 1 will move at 
once iu securing a proper building. 
I t seems to your Committee that the time has come for Nos. 
1, 5, and 13 to unite permanently as one district, and build a 
house suitable for two schools, one Primary, and one of a high-
14 
«er grade, having three terms of ten or twelve weeks each.— 
There would be sufficient money at the command of the district 
to employ two first-class teachers. The amount divided be-
tween these three districts during the present year was $698. 
72, and it will be more in years to come. Let No. 1 take 
hold of the matter in earnest, and present some inducement to 
the other districts to come with it, and the result will be a good 
school house—graded schools of fair size—manned with good 
teachers, from 30 to 36 weeks in the year. Who, that has in 
view the general good, is not ready for such a movement ? 
Your Committee's experience in suggesting changes to the 
Town, are not encouraging, hence the above recommendations 
refer to only the three districts mentioned, and parts of others 
contiguous. 
If the Town is not ready to build a house for a High School 
and adopt a graded system, something might be done in consol-
idating districts favorably situated. This ought to be done 
even if a High School was*established. A High School would 
increase the necessity. 
Among the pressing reasons for such unions might be men-
tioned the following: 
It would give more money to the districts thus uniting, and 
hence longer schools. The poorest schools in Town are gen-
erally the smallest, hence it would secure better schools. It 
would do away with the injustice of the smaller districts spend-
ing the money of the larger . As one third of our school money 
is divided equally between the districts, the larger are helping 
to support the smaller. There would be no objection to this 
if the small districts were a necessity, or if it was possible for 
them to spend the money judiciously, but this is impossible, 
when a school numbers four, five, to twelve scholars. There 
must be great waste iu a system which incurs an expense, per 
week, of from fifty cents to one dollar for each scholar, as iu the 
case of Numbers 2, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 14. Some of the school 
houses are entirely unfit for use. 
If the present arrangement in regard to districts continues, 
Numbers 5 and 6 should build immediately as well as No. 1. 
The outbuildings generally need special attention. 
At the time of writing this report three schools are not 
closed, hence the number of visitors as given below probably 
falls a little under the total. 
The average amount expended for each scholar $8.57. 
15 
During the year there have been 262 different scholars; 142 
boys and 120 girls in at tendance upon our schools. 
One male teacher taught one term, pay $40 per m o n t h -
Eleven females taught twenty-live terms, average pay $ 2 8 . 3 6 
per month. The aggregate number of weeks which the schools 
have been in session 2 9 0 : 106 in Summer and 184 in win te r ; 
average length in weeks 207. Gain over last year of 914, a 
little less than one week. The School Committee has made 
63 visits to the schools: the Prudent ia l Committee 17; other 
citizens 340. 
In closing my official relation to the schools. I wish to ex-
press my gra t i tude to teachers, parents and pupils who have 
given m'c their cooperation in my efforts for the improvement 
of the schools. Unless a Superintendent is sustained by pa-
rents and teachers—he labors in vain. Whoever is my suc-
cessor in this unsatisfactory office, he may rely upon my hearty 
cooperation in all p roper efforts to bring up the s tandard of ed-
ucation in our town In a government constructed like these 
United States, a government of and by the people, education, 
evidently, should receive more attention, than any other func-
tion of our civil life. 
J A M E S LAIRD, ] 
Hollis , N. II., March 1, 1873. 
N A M E S O F P U P I L S N E I T H E R A B S E N T NOR T A R D Y . 
SUMMER TEKM. 
DISTRICT NUMBER 1 . 
Mariet ta Dow, Charles E . Ha rdy , Minnie C. Laird, Nellie J . 
Lovejoy, Maggie O'Neil, Emma L. Vandyke. 
DISTRICT NO. 2 . N o S c h o o l . 
DISTRICT NO. 3 . 
Frank C. Chase, Fred Chase, Nellie S. Chase, Bert ie Turner . 
DISTRICT NO. 4 . 
Charley J . Far ley ,Nel l ie U . P a r k e r . F r e d R , Parker ,Rosa l ine 
M. Pa tch , Hat t ie M. Wheeler. 
DISTRICT NO. 5 . 
George French, Henry Greenwood, Freddie Hayden, Frankie 
A. Lovejoy, Wal t e r E. Stickney, Mary E. Willoughby, Carrie 
E. Holden, Alice Wheeler . 
16 
DISTRICT NO. 6 . 
Je r ry Bell, Abbie E. Flagg, Luman Flagg, Alice Lawrence, 
Obadiah Lawrence. 
DISTRICT NO. 7 . — N o s c h o o l . 
DISTRICT NO. 8 . 
Lizzie Far ley, George E. Hill , Wal ter M. Truell , 
DISTRICT NO. 9.—No school. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 0 . 
Almon Colburn, Emma Colburn. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 1 . 
Abbie J . Cameron, Bertie Cameron, Nellie L. Cameron, 
Lizzie A. Farley, Emma L. Farley, Nellie Moore. George Skcl-
ton, Mary Skelton. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 2 . 
, Minnie B. Truel l . 
DISTRICT NO. 1 3 . 
Minnie E. Austin, Maggie Connor, Nellie Eastman, Katie J . 
Sexton, Georgie Tibbets, Elsie Willoby. Freddie Willoby. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 4 . 
James W . Bills, Nellie Bills, Frank N. Hardy, Lizzie M. 
Hardy, Nettie A. Patch. 
F A L L T E R M . 
DISTRICT NO. 1 . 
Alphouso Colburn, Marietta Dow, Nellie J . Lovejoy, Daniel 
J . Sexton. 
WINTER TERM. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 . 
Charles E. Gates, Daniel J . Sexton, Katie J . Sexton. 
DISTRICT NO. 2 . 
Freddie D. Pierce. 
DISTRICT NO. 3 . 
Willie Chase, F red Chase, Nellie S. Chase. 
DISTRICT NO. 4 . 
Willie E. Colburn, Fred R. Parker , Nellie II. Parker , Net-
tie A. Patch, Hat t ie M. Wheeler, Lura D. Wheeler, Fred S. 
Wood, Mary L. Wood. 
17 
DISTRICT NO. 5 . 
George French. Frank A. Lovejoy, Mary E . Pollock. 
DISTRICT NO. 6 . 
Abbie E . Flagg, Obadiah Lawrence, Alma L. Smith. 
DISTRICT NO. 7.—No school. 
DISTRICT NO. 8 . 
Abbie J . Fletcher, Nellie J . Fletcher, Georgie E. Hil l , Alice 
S. Louga, Eldora L. Moore, Wal ter L. Moore. 
DISTRICT NO. 9 . 
Abbie Farley. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 0 . 
Alrnon Colburn, Emma Colburn. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 1 . 
Abbie J . Cameron, Wilbert H. Cameron. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 2 . 
Nellie M. Truell . 
DISTRICT NO. 1 3 . 
Minnie E. Austin. Bertha Colburn, Charlie Colburn, Everett 
Hurd, Katie Hurd , Sarah E. Lai rd . Katie J . Sexton, Fred 
Wheeler. 
DISTRICT NO. 1 4 . 
Frank N. Hardy , Lizzie M. Hardy. 



